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During the 2008/2009 term, the primary endeavor for the Advocacy Committee was to encourage advocacy awareness in general, as well as to increase attendance at the 2009 annual AHIMA Hill Day event.  The following techniques helped to accomplish the Advocacy objectives.    

· Provide an Advocacy presentation at the December SePHIMA meeting.  

· Use web resources, such as the Keystoner, to increase awareness of the Hill Day event in other parts of Pennsylvania.  

The promotional activities proved to be very successful.  Pennsylvania had the highest participation rate ever at the 2009 AHIMA Hill Day event.  Attendees included:  SePHIMA members – Fran Guiles, Denise Dunyak, Wannetta Edwards, Gloria Davis, Joyce Garozzo, Karen Gibson.  Also Valerie Watzlaf from WPHIMA.  The group met personally with Representative Jim Gerlach (Chester County), and with aides from the offices of Senators Arlen Specter and Bob Casey; and Representatives Robert Brady (Philadelphia) and Tim Murphy (Pittsburgh).  The event was educational and stimulating for everyone as SePHIMA “marched Capitol Hill” to advance concerns of the Health Information Management profession and healthcare information technology.  

For more information, please see the Keystoner May 2009 and the SePHIMA Spring 2009 newsletters.  

